
Presents a Two-Day Conference

Accelerating Your Students’ 
COMMUNICATIVE PROFICIENCY  

in the Target Language
Boston (Dedham), MA • April 8 and 9
Chicago (Alsip), IL • April 10 and 11

CEUs and Graduate Credits Available

Choose from 21 Strategy-Packed Conference Sessions

For 

WORLD LANGUAGE Teachers

Hands-On Options • Teacher Resources • Hundreds of Practical Strategies
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2 In a word: What participants say …

Greta Lundgaard is a national and international 
educator, presenter and consultant, known for 
always keeping world language instruction, 
planning, and leadership focused on student 
learning and language proficiency growth. 
Recognized by ACTFL as the 2016 recipient 
of the Florence Steiner Award for Leadership 
in Foreign Language Education, Greta brings 
dedication, passion, and experience in all aspects 
of world language teaching and learning to every 
conversation and encounter with world language 
teachers.

Bryce Hedstrom is widely recognized 
as an outstanding world language 
teacher with more than 25 years of 
experience at all levels. A frequent 
regional, state and national presenter, 
he is known for helping world 
language teachers to enhance their 
existing programs by incorporating 
many strategies that emphasize 
social awareness, interpersonal 
communication and varied reading 
techniques in the classroom.

Alyssa Villarreal is a dynamic and 
creative world language educator, 
author, curriculum developer, and 
teacher coach. She has been teaching, 
coaching educators and developing 
curricula for more than 20 years. Alyssa 
works with educators and schools 
across the country and internationally to 
develop meaningful language programs 
at all levels of instruction. She is a regular 
presenter at national, regional and state 
conferences.

Meet Your Team of Expert Instructors

Who Should Attend
World Language Teachers Serving 
Grades 6-12 Students

World Language Teachers: 
Strategies to Take Back to Your Classroom!
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Team Discount

ONE DAY
One Person: $269

BOTH DAYS
One person: $449

Team of 3+: $429 per person  
when enrolled at the same time

Keynote • 8:30 - 9:05 am

Full Morning Session • 9:15 – 11:50 am

A-1: Promoting Fluency and Spontaneous Authentic Communication in the Target 
Language – Bryce Hedstrom

Learn simple, innovative and effective ways to motivate your students to use the target language in 
meaningful and personally relevant ways. Discover practical ways that will allow your students to acquire 
the elements of grammar naturally. Get your students to understand and fluently use grammar that was 
previously thought impossible.

70–Minute Sessions • 10:40 – 11:50 am

CHOOSE ONE: A-4 or A-5

A-4: Scaffolding for Success in 
the World Language Classroom 
– Greta Lundgaard

Learn proven ways to utilize the Gradual 
Release of Responsibility Framework to 
scaffold student success in target language 
activities. You’ll leave this session with practical 
scaffolding strategies that will increase 
confidence and performance in your world 
language learners.

A-5: Feedback that Improves Student 
Performances – Alyssa Villarreal

Improving student performances is a 
daunting task in light of class-size and the 
individual attention required for meaningful 
feedback. Discover ways to lessen the burden 
of meaningful feedback for all students.

“The Power of a Multi-Strategy Approach to World Language 
Instruction” – Greta Lundgaard

A teacher’s life is all about choices. Every day, we make choices about what we will have our world 
language students do in order to grow their proficiency in the target language, learn the target 
content, and achieve the course learning goals. To be an effective instructor, it is critical to make 
the appropriate choice: which strategy will result in the most growth or progress for the most 
students? Begin by exploring and developing a deeper understanding of what makes strategies 
and practices good, better and best to enhance learning for our students. 

70–Minute Sessions • 9:15 – 10:25 am 

CHOOSE ONE: A-2 or A-3

A-2: Utilize Growth Mindset to Increase 
Proficiency in the Target Language 
– Greta Lundgaard

Discover the significant different between a fixed 
and growth mindset and how it impacts language 
learning. You’ll leave this session with practical 
ways to utilize growth mindset to increase 
proficiency in the target language.

A-3: Cultivate a Safe, Motivating 
and Engaging Language Learning 
Environment – Alyssa Villarreal

Foster a language learning environment where all 
students are comfortable to experiment and take 
academic risks using the target language … Leave 
with an expanded repertoire of proven techniques 
to motivate all students and avoid impediments to 
language learning.

Lunch break on your own • 11:50 am – 1:05 pm (A great time to network with colleagues!)

Day One

MORNING SESSIONS • 9:15 - 11:50 am
Choose ONE Full Morning Session OR TWO 70-Minute Sessions 

 One mid-morning break

“I am taking away tons 
of ideas to implement 

in my classroom.”
– Jacqueline Vargas-Mata,  

Teacher

“The presenters were 
awesome, prepared 
and knowledgeable.”

– Suzanne Rowell,  
French Teacher

… “Amazing” “Delightful” “Professional Instructors” …
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Can’t Attend?
Online Professional  

Development Option:

 Related Online Courses
Two related On Demand Video-Based Online Learning 
Courses, 101 Best Strategies for Teaching World Languages, 
for Grades 4-12, and Accelerate Your Students’ Communicative 
Proficiency, Grades 6-12 are available for immediate 
registration. To enroll, visit www.ber.org/onlinelearning

Full Afternoon Session • 1:05 – 3:35 pm

B-1: Accelerate Your Students’ Communicative Proficiency – Alyssa Villarreal

Learn practical strategies that will develop students’ communicative proficiency in the target 
language … Discover innovative ways to engage with students and communicate almost exclusively 
using the target language!

First 70–Minute Afternoon Sessions  
1:05 – 2:15 pm

CHOOSE ONE: B-2 or B-3

B-2: Utilize Powerful Reading 
Strategies for the World Language 
Classroom – Bryce Hedstrom

Learn three key reading strategies to 
motivate all students to read in the target 
language at their level. 

B-3: Maximizing Student Progress: 
Personalizing Feedback in the 
World Language Classroom 
– Greta Lundgaard

A guiding principle of student-centered 
learning is for learners to take ownership of 
their learning. This session highlights proven 
descriptive feedback strategies for formative 
and summative assessments that will ramp 
up motivation and confidence in language 
learners without overburdening teachers.

Second 70–Minute Afternoon Sessions 
2:25 – 3:35 pm

CHOOSE ONE: B-4 or B-5 

B-4: Accelerating Vocabulary Acquisition 
for Proficiency Growth – Greta Lundgaard

What does learning vocabulary really mean, how 
does it happen, and what environments lead to 
it? Having a pool of useful, usable and personally 
meaningful words is a critical factor for students 
to grow as language users. This session identifies 
critical aspects of vocabulary learning, explores 
the connection to student engagement and 
motivation, and highlights examples of practical 
implementation strategies.

B-5: More Effectively Differentiate 
Language Instruction to Reach 
All Students – Bryce Hedstrom

In this engaging session you’ll learn many 
dynamic, proven techniques to help all students 
succeed and feel good about learning a new 
language…Learn quick and highly effective 
ways to check for understanding and provide the 
appropriate degree of rigor for all students.

Who is BER? 

The Bureau of Education & 
Research is North America’s 

leading presenter of training for 
professional educators. Our goal 

is to provide high-quality PD 
programs, based on sound 
research, with an emphasis 
on practical strategies and 

techniques that can be 
immediately implemented.

Day One

AFTERNOON SESSIONS • 1:05 - 3:35 pm 
Choose ONE Full Afternoon Session OR TWO 70-Minute Sessions 

One mid-afternoon break

… “Amazing opportunity for foreign language teachers” …

 Online Learning
BER offers educators a wide 

range of online courses 
that are affordable, fun, 

fast, and convenient. BER is 
now offering On Demand 

Video-Based courses You may 
earn optional graduate-level 
credits for most courses. See 

the catalog of available courses 
at www.ber.org/onlinelearning
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On‑Site Training
Conferences like this one along with many other topics can be brought to your school or 
district. Please view all of our On-Site PD options at www.ber.org/onsite or call 877-857-8964 
to speak with an On-Site Training PD Consultant.

Comprehensive 
Resource Handbook

Full Morning Session • 8:30 – 11:15 am

C-1: Grammar Acquisition in the World Language Classroom: From Concept to Practice 
– Greta Lundgaard

Teaching grammar as a concept and teaching grammar in context: What does that mean and how 
does that look in the classroom? What implications does this practice have on proficiency growth 
and how does this type of grammar acquisition lead to student progress over time? Answers to these 
questions and many more will be addressed during this interactive session focusing on macro- and 
micro-strategies to teach grammar that lead to acquisition and increased accuracy in the target 
language.

First 75–Minute Morning Sessions  
8:30 – 9:45 am

CHOOSE ONE: C-2 or C-3

C-2: Create a Classroom Where Students 
Love Using the Target Language from 
Day One – Alyssa Villarreal

In this session you’ll learn proven techniques to 
maximize students’ use of the target language 
through clear expectations, established processes 
and structures to sustain a safe, supportive, 
self- expressive, and resource-rich environment 
from day one. 

C-3: Best Timesaving Tips for the World 
Language Classroom – Bryce Hedstrom

Learn numerous timesaving tips from a veteran 
world language teacher that increase your 
efficiency allowing you greater time and energy 
for planning for instruction and evaluating 
student learning.

Second 75–Minute Morning Sessions  
10:00 – 11:15 am

CHOOSE ONE: C-4 or C-5

C-4: Increase Your Students’ 
Performance and Use of the Target 
Language – Alyssa Villarreal 

Target language use increases as students 
personally relate to the topics of study and 
as they share these connections with each 
other. Leave this session with strategies 
to shift from teacher control to effective 
teacher student-partnerships that improve 
performance in the target language.

C-5: Enhance the Interpersonal Mode 
of Communication – Bryce Hedstrom

Discover easy-to-implement ways to engage 
students in unrehearsed language with 
student interviews, role playing, pictures, 
rejoinders, life discussions and more. 

11:15 am – 12:30 pm • Lunch Break (on your own) 

Day Two

MORNING SESSIONS • 8:30 – 11:15 am
Choose ONE Full Morning Session OR TWO 75-Minute Sessions 

One mid-morning break

You will receive an extensive 
resource handbook, specifically 
designed for this conference. 
Included in the handbook 
are resource materials for ALL 
conference sessions, even 
those you don’t attend. These 
materials include:
• Strategies to accelerate 

communicative proficiency in 
the target language

• Timesaving strategies for 
self-assessment

• Tips for managing an active 
classroom 

• Scaffolding and growth 
mindset ideas

… “Amazing conference” …

“The handbook is amazing.”
– Jeanna McCann, Spanish Teacher



Conference Locations & 
Hotel Accommodations

Day Two
AFTERNOON SESSIONS • 12:30 - 3:10 pm 

Choose TWO 75-Minute Afternoon Sessions 
One mid-afternoon break

First 75–Minute Afternoon Sessions 
12:30 -1:45 pm

CHOOSE ONE: D-1, D-2 or D-3

D-1: Mind the Gap: Designing From 
Unit to Lesson – Greta Lundgaard

This session will outline a proven process 
that any teacher can make to ensure that 
learners build ownership in their new 
language skills: deconstructing unit learning 
targets or can-do statements into bite-sized 
chunks of complexity appropriate for daily 
lesson planning and pre-planning checks 
for learning along the way.

D-2: Build a Language Learning 
Community Where Students Work 
Together – Alyssa Villarreal

In this session, you’ll acquire a variety of 
personalized activities where students 
collaborate to create and problem solve 
together all while developing greater 
fluency in the target language. 

D-3: Learn New Ways to Deliver 
Cultural Content in the Target 
Language – Bryce Hedstrom

Find out how to use “comprehended input” 
to teach culture, history, geography, and 
legends of the target language in your 
classroom … Use the target language to 
teach content. 

Second 75–Minute Afternoon Sessions  
1:55 – 3:10 pm

CHOOSE ONE: D-4, D-5 or D-6

D-4: Planning for Proficiency with the 
Brain in Mind – Greta Lundgaard

Want to shake things up in your classroom? 
Deepen your understanding of the brain. How 
to plan for and implement instruction in a way 
that best responds to the way learners process 
instruction - making a direct impact on student 
target language use and proficiency growth. 
This session addresses key research findings on 
brain-based learning and how they connect to 
world language instructional strategies. 

D-5: Timesaving Strategies for Self 
and Peer Assessment – Alyssa Villarreal

Meaningful assessment and class size are often 
overwhelming logistically. In this session you 
will explore proven assessment strategies that 
shift ownership of assessment from teachers 
to students. 

D-6: “Must Have” Management Tips for 
the Active World Language Classroom 
– Bryce Hedstrom

Discover how a cycle of care and respect in your 
world language classroom can pay big dividends 
for you and your students… spend less time and 
energy correcting student misbehavior allowing 
more time for engaging language learning 
activities. 

6 1.800.735.3503 || www.ber.org  

Chicago
Enjoy dozens of dining, sightseeing 
and shopping options for you to 
enjoy, including the Magnificent Mile, 
Water Tower Place, Navy Pier and 
much more!
Conference Location and 
Overnight Accommodations:

DoubleTree – Alsip
(708) 371-7300

Mention you are attending 
this BER conference prior to 
March 12, 2019 to receive the special 
rate of $126 (Single/Double), rates 
subject to availability. Book online: 
www.chicagoalsip.doubletree.
com. Group/Convention Code: BE8. 
Reservations: (800) 222-8733.

Boston
Many sightseeing opportunities 
including the world renown Museum 
of Fine Arts, the Isabella Stewart 
Museum, the Freedom Trail through 
Boston’s historic sites, or a boat 
cruise on the Charles River.
Conference Location and 
Overnight Accommodations:

Holiday Inn – Dedham
(781) 329-1000

Mention you are attending 
this BER conference prior to 
March 17, 2019 and use group code: 
BER to receive the special rate of 
$109 (Single/Double), rates subject to 
availability.
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FIRST NAME M.I. LAST NAME

POSITION, SUBJECT TAUGHT GRADE LEVEL

SCHOOL NAME

SCHOOL MAILING ADDRESS

CITY & STATE ZIP CODE

SCHOOL PHONE NUMBER HOME PHONE NUMBER

(    ) (    )

Registration confirmations are sent via e-mail. 
If you would like a confirmation, please provide your e-mail address.

E‑MAIL ADDRESS

HOME MAILING ADDRESS

CITY & STATE ZIP CODE

PRIORITY ID CODE: 
Please fill in the six digit Priority ID Code  

from the mail label on the reverse side

 � A check (payable to Bureau of Education & Research) is attached
 � A purchase order is attached, P.O. #  
(Be sure to include priority ID code on the P.O.)

 � Charge my � MasterCard � VISA � Discover

Account #  Exp. Date:
MO/YR

Please print name as it appears on card

 
Signature (required for credit card purchases)

Earn One to Four Graduate Semester Credits

Up to four graduate level professional development 
credits are available with an additional fee and 

completion of follow-up practicum activities. Details will be available 
at this program.
Meet Inservice Requirements
Participants will receive a certificate of participation that may be used 
to verify continuing education hours.

Registration (NFL9S1)

(Please copy this registration form for additional registrants)

 BOSTON (Dedham), MA
 Both days:  April 8 and 9, 2019
 One day only:  April 8, 2019
 One day only:  April 9, 2019

 CHICAGO (Alsip), IL
 Both days:  April 10 and 11, 2019
 One day only:  April 10, 2019
 One day only:  April 11, 2019

METHOD OF PAYMENT – Group Discount Available
Payment is due prior to the program. No cash please.

One day only, $269; both days, $449;  
$429 per person for groups of three or more registering  

at the same time for both days.

CEUs Available:
Illinois

• 5 IL PD Clock Hours Available Per Day
• IN Verification of Attendance Available
• MI SCECH Available (5 Hours Per Day) 

Massachusetts
• MA Contact Hours Verification Available
• CT Five (5) Contact Hours/Day Available with Prior District Approval
• 5 ME Contact Hours for Each Day of Attendance Available with Prior Approval 

from your Local Certification Support System
• NH Clock Hours Verification Available
• RI Five (5) Contact Hours/Day Available
• VT Inservice Credit Available with Prior District Approval

(NFL9S1) © 2018 Bureau of Education & Research. All rights reserved.

FOUR EASY WAYS TO REGISTER:

PHONE toll-free: 
1‑800‑735‑3503 
(Weekdays 6 am ‑ 6 pm 
Pacific Time)

FAX this form to: 
1‑425‑453‑1134

REGISTER ONLINE at: 
www.ber.org

MAIL this form to: 
Bureau of Education & Research 
915 118th Avenue SE * PO Box 96068 
Bellevue, WA 98009‑9668

Program Guarantee
We stand behind the high quality of our programs by providing the 
following unconditional guarantee: If you are not satisfied with this 
program, we’ll give you a 100% refund of your registration fee.

Cancellation/Substitutions: 
100% of your paid registration fee will be refunded if you can’t attend 
and notify us at least 10 days before the conference. Late cancellations 
will be refunded less a $15 service fee. Substitutions may be made at any 
time without charge.

Session Preferences: Session Numbers Required
DAY 1

 � One Full Morning Session: A‑1

– OR –

 � Two 70‑Minute Morning Sessions

A‑  – and – A‑ 
(A‑2 or A‑3) (A‑4 or A‑5)

 � One Full Afternoon Session: B‑1

– OR –
 � Two 70‑Minute Afternoon Sessions

B‑   – and – B‑ 
(B‑2 or B‑3) (B‑4 or B‑5)

DAY 2

 � One Full Morning Session: C‑1

– OR –

 � Two 75‑Minute Morning Sessions

C‑  – and – C‑ 
(C‑2 or C‑3) (C‑4 or C‑5)

 � Two 75‑Minute Afternoon Sessions

D‑  (D‑1, D‑2 or D‑3)

  – AND –

D‑  (D‑4, D‑5 or D‑6)

Using Cutting‑Edge Tools and Strategies to Enhance WORLD LANGUAGE Learning (Grades 6‑12)
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