
FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDIES SUPPORTING COMPREHESIBLE INPUT-BASED TEACHING 
 

Here is a list of studies that support the use of comprehensible input (consistent teaching using the target language in speech 

and reading with compelling and understandable messages) in foreign language teaching that spans the last five decades. 
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Here is a speech that James Asher quoted often that shows the awareness of the need to change the way we teach back in 

1969:  http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED039802.pdf 

 
Excluding those with experience abroad, about 15% of university students make it to advanced classes. (Dupuy, B. and Krashen, 
S. 1998. From lower-division to upper-division foreign language classes: Obstacles to reaching the promised land. ITL: Review of 
Applied Linguistics 119-120: 1-7.  Posted at sdkrashen.com, language acquisition section.) 
For high school, only about 4% who begin FL study eventually take the AP exam. (Data from ACTFL) 
 

 

Here is a list of studies that support the use of the skill building approach (studying about the language by explaining grammar 

and presenting vocabulary lists, drilling and eventually using) in foreign language teaching that spans the last five decades: 

 

(There are none that I know of. Send them to me and I will put them on the list.) 

 

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED039802.pdf

